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Introduction

“Ik” is One and “Oankar” is Creator.

Ik Oankar constitutes a part of Mul Mantar, the opening verse of the Guru Granth Sahib
that states various qualities of Vahiguru, the Divine Being. Guru Nanak Sahib, the founder
of Sikhi, postulates the principle of One Force through this unique descriptive. This force is

not an exclusive Sikh Divinity, but one that is common to all life and embraces all of creation.

This principle of oneness in the creator and creation leaves no room for distinctions based on
race, caste, creed, gender, color, or nationality. Therefore, differences between them and us
vanish. As it says in the Guru Granth Sahib, the Sikh Scriptural Canon, I see no stranger.
For this reason principles of divinity, dignity and liberty are inherent to the Sikh lifestyle.

In this way, Ik Oankar emerges as the first and foremost universal declaration of Sikhi.

From the Sikh Research Institute
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